
Advent • Days of Preparation 

 

READING  Matthew 3:1-3 

In those days John the Baptist came, preaching in the Desert of Judea and 

saying, "Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is near."  This is he who was 

spoken of through the prophet Isaiah:  "A voice of one calling in the desert, 

'Prepare the way for the Lord, make straight paths for him.'"   NIV 

 

ADVENT HYMN  CW 1:1 & 5  The Advent Of Our King  

 

The advent of our King our prayers must now employ, 

And we must hymns of welcome sing in strains of holy joy. 

 

Before the dawning day let sin’s dark deeds be gone, 

The sinful self be put away, the new self now put on. 

 

ADVENT MEDITATION:  Those Days  

P:  As we usher in a new calendar year, we take time to review a year in the life of 

the Church, remembering the life and ministry of Jesus and our life in his name. 

Although the seasons of Advent and Christmas are only just behind us, we will 

begin there as we number the days of the Church year, knowing that our Lord and 

King will walk with us into the new year ahead. 

 

P:  Advent is the season of preparation.  You will prepare for many things in life. You 

will prepare to celebrate birthdays, holidays or the exciting arrival of an absent 

family member. You will prepare, or more likely, be unprepared, for sad events 

too—the loss of a job, illness or the death of a loved one. In days of celebration or 

sadness, in exciting days and ordinary days, remember that the king has come. 

He is not a king like Herod or Archelaus. Jesus is your King, and he rules over you 

in love. Number your days, and on each and every day repent of your sins, 

because this King has come to fill your heart with his forgiveness. 

 

Christmas • Days of New Beginnings 

 

CHRISTMAS READING:  Luke 2:1-7 

In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be taken of the 

entire Roman world.  (This was the first census that took place while Quirinius was 

governor of Syria.)  And everyone went to his own town to register.  So Joseph also 



went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to Bethlehem the town of 

David, because he belonged to the house and line of David.  He went there to 

register with Mary, who was pledged to be married to him and was expecting a child.  

While they were there, the time came for the baby to be born, and she gave birth to 

her firstborn, a son.  She wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a manger, 

because there was no room for them in the inn.  NIV 

 

CHRISTMAS HYMN  CW 56:1 & 3 Gentle Mary Laid Her Child  

 

Gentle Mary laid her child lowly in a manger; 

There he lay, the Undefiled, to the world a stranger. 

Such a babe in such a place, can he be the Savior? 

Ask the saved of all the race who have found his favor. 

 

Gentle Mary laid her child lowly in a manger; 

He is still the Undefiled but no more a stranger. 

Son of God of humble birth, beautiful the story; 

Praise his name in all the earth; hail the King of glory! 

 

CHRISTMAS MEDITATION:  Countdown  

P:  The newborn King of kings did not have a royal bed in a palace.  His first bed 

was a manger, a feeding trough for animals.  Such humble beginnings show us 

the kind of king this Child was going to be.  As Jesus said many years later, he did 

not come “to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for 

many.”  The humble infant King would grow up to suffer a humiliating death.  His 

throne would be a cross and his crown a circle of thorns. But count the days!  On 

the third day Jesus rose in glory from the dead! We receive from our risen King his 

gifts of forgiveness—all day, every day—and eternal life—for endless days! God’s 

Word tells us, “Because of the LORD's great love we are not consumed, for 

his compassions never fail.  They are new every morning; great is your 

faithfulness” (Lamentations 3:22-23). Number your days.  Every day is a new 

beginning filled with Jesus’ love and forgiveness! 

 

Epiphany • Days of Discovery 

 

EPIPHANY READING  Matthew 2:1-12 

After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King Herod, Magi 

from the east came to Jerusalem and asked, "Where is the one who has been born 



king of the Jews? We saw his star in the east and have come to worship him."  

 

When King Herod heard this he was disturbed, and all Jerusalem with him.   When he 

had called together all the people's chief priests and teachers of the law, he asked 

them where the Christ was to be born.  "In Bethlehem in Judea," they replied, "for 

this is what the prophet has written:  

 

"'But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers 

of Judah; for out of you will come a ruler who will be the shepherd of my people 

Israel.'"  

 

Then Herod called the Magi secretly and found out from them the exact time the star 

had appeared.  He sent them to Bethlehem and said, "Go and make a careful search 

for the child. As soon as you find him, report to me, so that I too may go and worship 

him."  

 

After they had heard the king, they went on their way, and the star they had seen in 

the east went ahead of them until it stopped over the place where the child was.  

When they saw the star, they were overjoyed.  On coming to the house, they saw the 

child with his mother Mary, and they bowed down and worshiped him. Then they 

opened their treasures and presented him with gifts of gold and of incense and of 

myrrh.  And having been warned in a dream not to go back to Herod, they returned to 

their country by another route.  NIV 

 

EPIPHANY HYMN  CW 82:1 & 5   Songs of Thankfulness and Praise 

Songs of thankfulness and praise, Jesus, Lord, to you we raise, 

Manifested by the star to the Magi from afar, 

Branch of royal David’s stem in your birth at Bethlehem: 

Anthems be to you addressed, God in man made manifest. 

 
Grant us grace to see you, Lord, Mirrored in your holy Word. 

May our lives and all we do  Imitate and honor you 

That we all like you may be  At your great epiphany 

And may praise you, ever blest, God in man made manifest. 

 

EPIPHANY MEDITATION:  Revealed 

 

P:  During the days and years of your life, you will experience times of joy and 

laughter, grief and pain.  Jesus your King is God in human flesh, “God with us.”  

He grew from childhood to adulthood.  He too experienced joy and pain.  Above 



all else, he suffered and died on the cross for your sins and rose from the dead.  

He continues to reveal himself to you in the Word and the Sacraments.  Number 

your days.  Each day discover again that your King walks with you.  He is 

Immanuel—“God with us”—God with you!  

 

 

Lent • Days of Repentance 

 

LENT READING  John 17:1-5  

After Jesus said this, he looked toward heaven and prayed:  "Father, the time has 

come. Glorify your Son, that your Son may glorify you.   

 

For you granted him authority over all people that he might give eternal life to all 

those you have given him.  Now this is eternal life:  that they may know you, the only 

true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent.  I have brought you glory on earth 

by completing the work you gave me to do.  And now, Father, glorify me in your 

presence with the glory I had with you before the world began.   NIV 

 

LENT HYMN  CW 319 On My Heart Imprint Your Image  

On my heart imprint your image, blessed Jesus, King of grace, 

That life’s riches, cares, and pleasures never may your work erase; 

Let the clear inscription be: Jesus, crucified for me,  

Is my life, my hope’s foundation, and my glory and salvation! 

 

LENT MEDITATION:  Count on It 

P:  Lent, with its forty day countdown, is a season of repentance.  We acknowledge 

that we are sinners in need of a Savior.  We follow in Jesus’ footsteps as he 

enters glory by way of the cross. Jesus announced from his cross, “It is 

finished.”  He accomplished the work the Father gave him to do. He paid for our 

sins and reconciled us to the Father.  With his blood he purchased forgiveness 

and life for all who trust in him as King and Savior. When you wait and watch 

through long hours of fear or guilt, look to Jesus. When his hour came, he died for 

you.  Your sins are forgiven.  You can count on it. 

 

Easter • Days of Rejoicing 

 

EASTER READING   Matthew 28:1-10  

After the Sabbath, at dawn on the first day of the week, Mary Magdalene and the 



other Mary went to look at the tomb.  There was a violent earthquake, for an angel of 

the Lord came down from heaven and, going to the tomb, rolled back the stone and 

sat on it.  His appearance was like lightning, and his clothes were white as snow.  

The guards were so afraid of him that they shook and became like dead men.  The 

angel said to the women, "Do not be afraid, for I know that you are looking for Jesus, 

who was crucified.  He is not here; he has risen, just as he said.  Come and see the 

place where he lay.  Then go quickly and tell his disciples:  'He has risen from the 

dead and is going ahead of you into Galilee. There you will see him.'  Now I have told 

you."   

 

So the women hurried away from the tomb, afraid yet filled with joy, and ran to tell 

his disciples.  Suddenly Jesus met them.  "Greetings," he said.  They came to him, 

clasped his feet and worshiped him.  Then Jesus said to them, "Do not be afraid.  Go 

and tell my brothers to go to Galilee; there they will see me."  NIV 

 

Easter Hymn  CW 165:1 & 8  O Sons and Daughters of the King 

O sons and daughters of the King, whom heav’nly hosts in glory sing. 

Today the grave has lost its sting!  Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 
Blessed are they that have not seen and yet whose faith has constant been, 

In life eternal they shall reign.  Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 

EASTER MEDITATION:  Day Three 

 

P:  Jesus’ enemies, and the greater enemy, Satan, may have thought Jesus was 

“down for the count.”  He was, but the countdown belonged to God.  As you 

number your days, remember day three.  The King’s humiliating death on that 

terrible Friday ended in victory on the third day, a victory that carries with it the 

promise of resurrection and eternal life that now belongs by faith to you and me, 

the sons and daughters of the King. 

 

Pentecost • Days of Growing 

 

PENTECOST READING   Acts 2:41-47  

Those who accepted his message were baptized, and about three thousand were 

added to their number that day.  They devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching 

and to the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer.  Everyone was filled 

with awe, and many wonders and miraculous signs were done by the apostles.  All 

the believers were together and had everything in common.  Selling their 



possessions and goods, they gave to anyone as he had need.  Every day they 

continued to meet together in the temple courts.  They broke bread in their homes 

and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, praising God and enjoying the favor of 

all the people.  And the Lord added to their number daily those who were being 

saved. 

 

PENTECOST HYMN  CW 183:1 & 3  Holy Spirit, Light Divine 

 

Holy Spirit, light divine,  Shine upon this heart of mine; 

Chase the gloom of night away;  Turn the darkness into day. 

 
Holy Spirit, joy divine,  Cheer this saddened heart of mine; 

Fill me with your heav’nly peace;  Let it grow and still increase. 

 

PENTECOST MEDITATION:  Day By Day   

P:  Now we grow in faith and wisdom just as those first disciples did.  Like them, we 

devote ourselves “to the apostles' teaching and to the fellowship, to the breaking 

of bread and to prayer.”  We reach out to a hurting world to help those in need.  

Here in this place—and wherever the Gospel is proclaimed—the Lord continues to 

add to our number “daily” those who are being saved.  We continue to grow in the 

Spirit, numbering our days as we carry out the work of the King.  

 


